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Abstract

Widely known as the ‘father of Mizo lexicography’, James Dokhuma is one 
of the most notable writers to emerge from Mizoram with a literary vision 
that has impacted the dispositions of the postcolonial identity of the modern 
day Mizos. A common keynote of Dokhuma’s writings is the cultural and 
psychological impact of colonialism on the distinctive Mizo consciousness 
in the twentieth century. Being a narrative biography, Lamsuaka comprises 
a compelling portrayal of the life of the pasaltha (warrior) from his birth 
to grave. As a rendering of a culture on the margin of change at the time of 
the warrior, Lamsuaka(2001) discusses a rewriting of past contestations in 
understanding forms of colonial power, resistance and moving away from 
an ‘othering’ discourse, of reclamation of identity. The biography reflects 
the impact made by colonial government on the tribes of the Mizos and it is 
being discussed in this paper as having a cultural verisimilitude value.
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Introduction 

A study of one’s cultural identity is rooted at length in the groundwork 
of post colonialism. While post colonialism has certain aspects, at its 
core is the query of understanding contacts made between the western 
colonial powers and their colonized nations. The concept of postcolonial 
theory is elusive and underlining its ambiguousness, Leela Gandhi in her 
book Postcolonial Theory (1998)suggests that the theory is “a diffuse and 
nebulous term,” which, “unlike Marxism or deconstruction… seems to lack 
an ‘originary moment’ or a coherent methodology” (p. xiii). Critical regards 
to this extensive frame of operation in academic contexts is shaped by a 
perceptible school of postcolonial theory which expanded in the 1970s and 
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