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Abstract 

Despite the fact that the collectivism of Naga identity and political 
imaginings received international acclaim, the successive unfolding nature 
of the collectivism in the peace process and the manifestation of the politics 
of difference, juxtaposed by the counterclaims and contestation from within 
and without, reveal increasing political imbroglio and identity conundrums. 
The article delves into the problems and intricacies of Naga collectivism, 
and the misgivings and conflict that generated in their political imaginings 
as a nation. 
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Introduction 

Ethnic politics has been largely responsible for creating identity 
conundrums, and even conflict from the group members themselves, 
and from the other competing groups outside their ethnic group. Despite 
the fact that the conception of ethnicity has been in used as a boundary-
enforcement mechanism, not all ethnic distinctions are equally effective in 
enforcing group identities as some ethnic identities are harder to identity 
than others (Caselli & John Coleman 2012: 3). The expanded identity 
formation of the Nagas in North-East India is marked and confronted by 
the confounding issue of identity conundrums, contestation and conflict. 
Colonial administrators turned anthropologists often grouped together 
various independent tribes and communities into larger ethnic entities for 
the purpose of administrative convenience and dominance. In North East 
India, ‘ethnicity was employed by the colonial administrators and the tribal 
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