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Abstract

Participation of different groups in Assam is structured in such a way that 
it creates the exclusion of some groups resulting in power hierarchy. The 
tribal groups of Assam started protesting against the imposition of dominant 
identity. The highly undifferentiated and supposed construction of the image 
of an ‘Assamese’ led to the ‘sub-nationalist’ standing along with pan-Indian 
politics. The concept of the ‘politics of difference’ is very much an offshoot 
of this new politics of representation. However, the terms of participation 
of the marginal communities are structured in such a way that it does not 
result in better institutions that could be equitable for all the communities.
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Introduction

A plural society is marked with varied contestations over the recognition 
of one’s identity and claims for material resources. The claims and counter 
claims by both dominated and subordinated groups shape the current 
politics in these societies. Policies that affect a large number of public 
are shaped by the dominant norms prevailing in the society. Groups that 
feel discriminated by the majoritarian policies often use their traditional 
cultures, myths and memories to mobilise the group for special rights. It is 
through effective means of participation in deliberation in the public sphere 
that the groups could feel empowered. Power is exercised through claims 
for a homeland by a community that has some historical data that they have 
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